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Butterflies, house flies, dragonflies - flying insects are with us all 
the time, so much so we only notice them when they bother us. This 
book shows them in a new light: ultra-fast photography reveals how 
fleeting their flight is.
The reader discovers that the least patch of grass is home to a world 
of tiny creatures on which gravity, time and the laws of physics have 
a different effect than on us and that the most common-or-garden 
insect is a marvel of engineering.
The technique and equipment the author has developed over the 
years enable him to take pictures of unmatchable detail and preci-
sion in this field. But the aesthetics are not forgotten: the insects 
are shown in their environment, the backgrounds chosen with care 
and the lighting lends great softness to the pictures.


The author
Ghislain Simard has had a passion for insects since he was a child 
and discovered them with his father who collected them. Ghislain’s 
photography focuses on a single feature: showing insects in action. 
He is now one of the specialists in ultra-fast photography.


Ghislain Simard
foreword by Stephen Dalton


978-2-36662-182-2 
October 2016 
228 p. / 36,000 words 
26 × 26 cm 
hardcover with jacket 
39 € 
World rights available


Speed Flyers
The insects’ flight unveiled


Hyper Nature 
Tropical


These books revolutionize the traditional naturalistic photogra-
phy. By diverting from its original use a software creating compos-
ite images, Philippe Martin shows us an almost living nature that 
we expect to see arising from the page. These images of a striking 
realism (of “almost 3D”), each of which is the result of long hours 
of correction, are no more photographs but definitely “composite 
images” from the fusion of dozens of shots. The author’s work mag-
nifies the subjects, animals or plants, from our close vicinity or from 
farther locations, providing the reader with a new understanding of 
the most common species. Another feat has been to make these 
pictures in the field with living, i.e. moving, subjects and not in stu-
dio. This didactic book, aimed at a wide audience, explains from A 
to Z the process of this innovative technique to future enthusiasts.


After the first two volumes devoted to European biodiversity, the 
new “Hyper Nature” book presents tropical forests and their inhab-
itants with a particular focus on Madagascar.
One of Philippe Martin pictures was awarded first prize in the “Digital 
Image” category at the 2012 International Festival of Wildlife Photog-
raphy in Montier-en-Der.


Philippe Martin
foreword by Francis Hallé


Tropical rainforests 
978-2-36662-054-2 
October 2013 
216 p. / 10,000 words 
30 × 30 cm 
softcover with flaps 
29.90 € 
Rights sold: English


Mediterranean and 
Western European 
fauna and flora
978-2-36662-005-4 
September 2012
228 p. / 12,000 words 
30 × 30 cm 
hardcover 
34.90 € 
Rights sold: English


Also available


Hyper Nature Tropical has been 
awarded first prize at the “Nuit du 
livre” 2014 which rewards books 
having the best balance between their 
content and their production quality.“It is all at once inspiring, 


informative and beautiful 
since Ghislain not only is 
an excellent pedagogue 
but also an artist.”
Chasseur d’Images


“The level of detail 
and precision of 
these pictures is 
unparalleled. An 
inspiring, informative 
and aesthetic book 
all at once.”
Terre sauvage


“[A book full of] of bug-
eyed wonder that literally 
freeze time and let you 
pore over every scale of a 
dragonfly’s wing and every 
hair on a spider’s legs.”
The Wall Street Journal


“The textures, colours, precision 
of the detail probably never 
reached that level among 
naturalistic photography.”
Science & Vie


“Owing to a particular 
technique called 
Hyperfocus, Madagascar’s 
biodiversity shows up 
in a spectacular way.”
Terre sauvage
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A singular dive into the waters of French Amazonia, this book, con-
sisting of gorgeous pictures and clear lively texts, opens our eyes to 
the unbelievable treasure of the fish fauna in the rivers of French 
Guiana. A priceless but exceedingly fragile treasure, now under 
threat from certain human activities. It takes us on an exploration 
of the rivers, creeks and falls of French Guiana to discover 240 fish 
species. Many have never been photographed in their natural set-
ting and some have not yet been described by science. Most of the 
dives involved apnea but some were done in scuba diving in order to 
observe and photograph at greater depth. Immersion offers differ-
ent and greater insight into the way the fish live.


The author
Frédéric Melki is the founder and CEO of Biotope, the leading French 
company in biodiversity and ecology. A reputed expert on biodiver-
sity, photographer and author of several works on flora, fauna and 
environmental regulations, he has long since advocated the profes-
sionalization of jobs involving biodiversity. His photographic work 
fits in with his scientific interests, with a special focus on freshwater 
fish and orchids.


This book combines outstanding photographs with science popular-
isation texts that allow to fully understand the beauty and natural-
istic meaning of the pictures. The author also shares the backstage 
of his photographs with numerous field anecdotes that enrich this 
immersion in the Amazonian rainforest.
Fully illustrated with pictures of birds rarely photographed in their 
natural habitat, this book deals with more than 150 bird species, 
showing their great diversity regarding biology, ecology, behaviour 
and of course their exuberant morphological variety.
This unique photographic work was conducted over nearly 15 years.


The author
Tanguy Deville, ornithologist and photographer, shares his time 
between the tropical rainforest and the arctic and subantarctic envi-
ronments. He loves tree climbing and when he lived and worked in 
French Guiana, he spent a huge amount of time in the forest canopy 
observing and photographing species impossible to see from the 
ground. These observations led him to specialise in the study of the 
behaviour and the evolutionary ecology of birds. He publishes popu-
larisation papers in these two fields, illustrated by his pictures.


Frédéric Melki Tanguy Deville
foreword by Allain Bougrain Dubourg


978-2-36662-163-1 
February 2016 
348 p. / 42,000 words 
26 × 26 cm 
hardcover with jacket 
49 € 
World rights available


978-2-36662-204-1 
May 2018 
324 p. / 47,000 words 
26 × 26 cm 
hardcover with jacket 
49 € 
World rights available


Freshwater 
Fish from 
Guiana


Birds  
from  
Guiana


“Following the meanders 
of the Guyanese creeks, 
this book opens a window 
on a wonderful yet 
poorly known world.”
La Recherche
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Prix TTC : 34 €
ISBN 978-2-36662-184-6


www.biotope-editions.com
www.leclub-biotope.com
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Jean-Claude 
BOUSQUET


Préface de
Jacques-Marie


Bardintzeff


La Méditerranée a de tout temps été le théâtre de catastrophes naturelles causées par 
une intense activité géologique. Éruptions volcaniques, séismes et même tsunamis 


ont émaillé notre histoire, depuis l’antiquité avec par exemple la destruction de Pompéi 
suite à une éruption du Vésuve, jusqu’aux récents tremblements de terre en Italie. 


L’ouvrage présente les mécanismes géologiques à l’origine des volcans, des séismes et 
des tsunamis en Méditerranée, les risques qu’ils génèrent et les mesures préventives 
qui y sont associées. 
Leur complexité est détaillée dans un style clair, agrémenté de nombreuses illustrations 
et d’exemples issus des travaux de recherche les plus récents, notamment à travers 
une synthèse des connaissances actuelles concernant la confrontation des plaques 
tectoniques en Méditerranée. 
Cet ouvrage comblera les étudiants, enseignants mais également tous les passionnés 
et curieux de géologie et de volcanisme, désireux de comprendre ces phénomènes na-
turels si préoccupants.


Jean-Claude Bousquet a consacré sa carrière scientifi que à l’étude des phénomènes 
à l’origine des séismes et des volcans dans les pays qui bordent la Méditerranée, il est 
l’auteur de nombreux ouvrages de vulgarisation sur la géologie.


Patrick De Wever
foreword by Hubert Reeves


978-2-36662-184-6 
October 2016 
256 p. / 33,000 words 
21.5 × 28 cm 
hardcover with jacket 
29 € 
Rights sold: 
simplified Chinese, 
English


978-2-36662-189-1 
May 2018 
360 p. / 115,000 words 
21.5 × 28 cm 
hardcover with jacket 
34 € 
World rights available


Microfossils are unfamiliar because they are invisible. Yet never a day 
of our life passes when we don’t touch or use them.
This invisible world is all the more surprising because, though min-
ute, it is what affects the rocks and gases of Earth’s environment and 
has done for billions of years. It bears witness to the evolution of living 
organisms and the changes the planet has undergone, an all the more 
credible witness because it is often the main driver!
In this beautiful book, an ode to life, a celebration of the discreet, 
 Patrick De Wever takes us through some 500 photos as wonderful as 
they are strange, to the heart of a secret world in change for the last 
three billion years.


The author
Patrick De Wever, geologist, micropalaeontologist, is a professor at 
the Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle in Paris. A specialist of ra-
diolaria, he has a keen interest in the biosphere-geosphere relation-
ship. He has written about a dozen books for specialists or the gen-
eral public, several of which have won awards.


Wonderful 
Microfossils


Builders,  
Chronometers,  
Architects


Being at the meeting point of several tectonic plates, the Mediter-
ranean area faces major geological risks.
The history of the area is punctuated with catastrophic events, the 
most famous being the eruption of Mount Vesuvius which destroyed 
the city of Pompeii. More recently, several earthquakes in Italy have 
made the headlines.
The author describes volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis giving 
for each of these events its characteristics, consequences, and the 
methods used to study, monitor and forecast them. A historical part 
also recounts the evolution of the knowledge of these phenomena 
and of the way they are taken into account. The last chapter deals 
with plate tectonics in the area.
With numerous photographs, maps, infographics and drawings, 
this book will be of interest to a large audience, from students and 
teachers to geology and volcanoes enthusiasts.


The author
Holder of a PhD in geology, Jean-Claude Bousquet, a retired pro-
fessor, has spent his career mainly on the shores of the Mediter-
ranean sea where he studied the geological traits of several big 
earthquakes and has worked on the seismic risk. He also conduc-
ted research about the Etna. Author of several popularisation books 
about geology, he also gives talks and curates exhibitions.


Jean-Claude Bousquet


Volcanoes, 
Earthquakes 
and Tsunamis 


in the Mediterranean


“Patrick de Wever fell in 
love with microfossils, 
his research subject, 
and wanted to share this 
feeling. And to say the 
least, this book perfectly 
achieves this goal.”
La Recherche
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This comprehensive field guide to orthopterans, first of its kind, 
covers the 261 grasshoppers, leaf insects and crickets of France, 
Belgium, Luxembourg and Switzerland. This work illustrates and 
describes all the species and subspecies so far identified. It con-
tains over 700 drawings and 600 photographs as well as maps of 
distribution, along with the periods of observation, types of habitat, 
altitudes and possible confusions. 155 oscillograms give a view of 
stridulations by orthopterans that are hard to hear or identify by ear. 
A CD audio is included and contains 222 orthopteran stridulations 
in mp3 format.


The authors
Éric Sardet, a committed entomologist, began specialising in ortho-
pterans in the late 1990s. He works as a biologist and has authored 
and co-authored many publications.
Christian Roesti is a biologist with an interest in orthopterans since 
childhood. He organises naturalistic trips specifically to study 
insects. What he really loves is to photograph and draw insects.
Yoan Braud is an entomologist with a special interest in the ortho-
pterans of the Alps, Corsica and the Mediterranean area.


Éric Sardet, Christian Roesti  
& Yoan Braud


978-2-36662-155-6 
October 2015 
304 p. / 50,000 words 
16.5 × 24 cm 
softcover with flaps 
35 € 
World rights available


Orthopterans
from France, Belgium, 
Luxembourg and Switzerland


Identification Guide to the


Identification Guide to 
the Dragonflies
978-2-36662-009-2 
July 2014
136 p. / 28,000 words 
16.5 × 24 cm 
softcover 
24.90 € 
World rights available


Also available


To be published in 2018
• Identification Guide to 


the Shield Bugs
• Identification Guide to 


the Ladybugs


Frédéric Labaune & Daniel Nardin
978-2-36662-164-8 
October 2015 
224 p. / 38,000 words 
24.5 × 24.5 cm 
softcover with flaps 
28 € 
World rights available


You have probably already tried a bit of macrophotography, taking 
picture of little flowers, insects, details of objects and features of life 
around you. A lot of zoom lenses claim to be macro but actually what 
they do is give you a super close-up, and that will mostly be adequate. 
If you are itching for real detail, nothing can beat a proper macro lens 
with a fixed focus that can achieve a 1:1 ratio. The purpose of this book 
is to show you that within these 1:1 pictures, there is still work that 
can be done on new colours and new graphics.
What makes this book unique is that the authors give all the tips and 
tricks needed to literally build your own equipment based on low cost 
components which they explain where to find on the Internet.


The authors
Frédéric Labaune has been interested in nature since childhood and 
ended up teaching life and earth sciences. Part of his photography 
work deals with shots of the micro-world.
Daniel Nardin taste for natural science started 
when he was very young. High rates of enlarge-
ment are what he prefers, along with a strong 
attraction to photographic techniques and spe-
cialist equipment.


Macro 
photography


Beyond the 1:1 ratio


This book has 
won the Prix 
Moulines from 
the Swiss 
Entomological 
Society and the 
Prix Jean Dollfus 
from the French 
Entomological 
Society


Extreme 
macrophotography 
made easy
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This book describes more than 370 orchid species, identified in Mad-
agascar during the expeditions conducted by the French orchido-
logical society (SFO).
The author honnours Henri Perrier de la Bâthie who discovered 
most of the Madagascan orchids, and provides his first and sur-
prinsing biography.
After an introduction presenting the actions of the SFO in Madagas-
car, a chapter recounts the atmosphere of the adventurous trav-
els and the difficulties of the field work, and an other one gives a 
detailed picture of the natural habitats of Madagascar.
Each species is described, its distribution showed on a map, and 
illustrated by photographs taken in nature. Nearly one hundred 
species are illustrated for the first time.
This book is an invaluable identification guide.


The author


978-2-36662-203-4 
March 2018 
504 p. 
16.5 × 24 cm 
softcover with flaps 
65 € 
World rights available


Pourtant on sait aujourd’hui que beaucoup d’ani-
maux ont déjà disparu à cette époque. Un lému-
rien géant, le Megaladapis edwardsi Grandidier, 
semblable à un énorme koala, a dû être chassé 
jusqu’à l’extinction. D’un poids estimé à 200 kg, 
il était trop lourd pour atteindre le sommet de 
la canopée, niche écologique laissée aux trois 
espèces de Paleopropithecus, semblables à de 
grands paresseux, éteints aujourd’hui. Huit genres 
de lémuriens, en fait tous les plus gros, ont ainsi 
disparu, pour la plupart entre l’an -500 et l’an 1000, 
ce qui fait porter les soupçons sur l’homme, dont la 
première apparition dans l’île remonterait à 2 300 
ans. Chez les oiseaux, même disparition tragique 
pour l’Aepyornis maximus Saint-Hilaire, apparenté 
à l’autruche. C’est le plus grand oiseau connu, 
avec 400 kg et trois mètres de haut. Ses œufs de 
32 cm de long se ramassent encore dans la savane 
et sont en vente (vrais ou faux ?) dans les marchés 
d’artisanat. Les paléontologues comptent jusqu’à 
8 espèces d’Aepyornis, ainsi qu’un genre voisin et 
plus petit, le Mullerornis. La grotte d’Anjohibe au 
nord-ouest recèle même des ossements d’hip-
popotames nains découpés par l’Homme il y a 
2 000 ans (MacPhee & Burney, International Jour-
nal of Archaeological Science 18:695-706.1 991). 
Bien d’autres êtres vivants ont aussi disparu depuis 
Commerson, ou ont vu leurs populations considé-


rablement réduites sous les assauts conjugués de 
la chasse, d’immenses incendies qui anéantirent la 
forêt et, plus récemment, de la pratique régulière 
de la culture sur brûlis (tavy) et des trafiquants de 
vie sauvage. Pour les adeptes de la cryptozoologie, 
il existe des témoignages plus ou moins fiables fai-
sant état de la survivance d’espèces qui resteraient 
à découvrir, comme le Cryptoprocte géant (Crypto-
procta spelea Grandidier), fauve qui s’attaque aux 
lémuriens, ou le « kidoky », qui pourrait être un 
Archaeolemur ou un Hadropithecus, que de vieux vil-
lageois affirmaient avoir connu en 1995, sur la côte 
sud-ouest. Malgré les extinctions et en ne cher-
chant activement que les orchidées, nous avons 
rencontré au fil des ans bien des formes insolites 
et merveilleuses… Mais plantons d’abord le décor.


Madagascar est une île montagneuse avoisinant 
1 500 km de long et 400 km de large, entre 12° et 
26° de latitude Sud. Son ossature est constituée 
principalement de roches cristallines (migmatites, 
granites, etc.) et anciennement sédimentaires 
(quartzites, calcaires marmoréens), d’âge Proté-
rozoïque (entre 500 millions et plus de 3 milliards 
d’années), qu’elle partage avec les autres parties 
du paléocontinent gondwanien. Ces roches riches 
en silice, minerais et, localement, pierres pré-
cieuses, constituent l’infrastructure de plusieurs 


sommets de l’île dépassant parfois 2 000 m d’alti-
tude : massifs d’Andringitra et d’Ambondrombe 
au Sud ; massifs granitiques intrusifs d’Itremo et 
d’Ibity et leur auréole métamorphique de quart-
zites et de cipolins à tourmaline au Centre-Sud ; 
massif du Tsaratanana au nord, où se situe le point 
culminant de l’île à 2 876 m.


L’histoire géologique de l’île fut marquée au Juras-
sique (il y a 165 millions d’années) par la disloca-
tion du Gondwana et le dépôt de sédiments sur 
le pourtour occidental de Madagascar, qui avec 
les bassins de Morondava à l’ouest et de Majunga 
au nord-ouest est en fait le prolongement du  


bassin du Mozambique. Ces bassins sont consti-
tués de séries sédimentaires de grès et de  
calcaires marins, riches en fossiles (ammonites et 
nautiles que l’on retrouve aujourd’hui à côté des 
pierres semi-précieuses sur les étals des marchés 
artisanaux). Plus récemment, à la fin du Crétacé, 
l’île fut soulevée et basculée, définissant un versant 
abrupt à l’est et un plateau incliné en pente douce 
vers l’ouest. Cette structuration s’accompagna de 
volcanisme basaltique. Les calcaires et grès de la 
région Nord-Ouest, également soulevés, sont frac-
turés et ravinés, donnant naissance localement aux 
fameux tsingys (Bemaraha, Ankarana…), ou à des 
massifs gréseux ruiniformes comme l’Isalo. 


La plus grande île de l’océan 


Indien n’est pas un simple 


bout de l’Afrique, même si 


elle n’est qu’à 400 km du 


Mozambique. 


C’est un fragment d’un ancien 


continent plus grand, le Gondwana, 


qui englobait aussi l’Afrique, l’Amé-


rique du Sud, l’Inde, l’Australie et 


l’Antarctique. Petit morceau de 


Gondwana à la dérive, isolée depuis 


environ 165 millions d’années, le mi-


lieu du Jurassique, l’île mérite bien 


son surnom de huitième continent, 


et l’évolution y travaille à l’écart du 


reste du monde. Le médecin et bota-


niste français Philibert Commerson, 


qui voyagea avec Bougainville à bord 


de l’Etoile, écrit dès 1770 : « C’est à 


Madagascar que je puis annoncer 


aux naturalistes qu’est la véritable 


terre promise pour eux. C’est là que 


la nature semble s’être retirée dans 


un sanctuaire secret pour y travail-


ler sur d’autres modèles que ceux 


auxquels elle s’est asservie ailleurs. 


Les formes les plus insolites et les 


plus merveilleuses s’y rencontrent à 


chaque pas ».


Parc national de l’Isalo.


Le mont Ibity (© Denis Vaslet). Dans les Tsingys de Bemaraha.
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Madagascar, une nature à part


Jean-Michel Hervouet


Uncovering the 
Madagascar 
orchids


Vincent Hugonnot, Jaoua Celle  
& Florine Pépin


978-2-36662-195-2 
April 2017 
320 p. / 69,000 words 
16.5 × 24 cm 
softcover with flaps 
25 € 
World rights available


Bryophytes occur everywhere, from low elevation areas to the high-
est mountain slopes and peaks. They play an important role in most 
ecosystems, particularly in bogs and forests where they account for 
a significative part of the biomass. These plants are also valuable 
bioindicators regarding the quality of the natural habitats. They also 
allow to characterise more accurately the plant communities where 
flowering plants prevail.
200 species (most of which occur throughout northwestern Europe) 
are described in detail in this second edition.
Illustrated by numerous photographs, this easy-to-use guide is a 
useful tool for nature lovers, teachers, students, etc. to take their 
first steps in the field of bryology.


The authors
Vincent Hugonnot is a professional bryologist particularly interested in 
taxonomy, ecology and conservation of the bryophytes and the survey 
of natural habitats based on the study of the bryophyte communities.
Jaoua Celle, also a professional bryologist, focuses on the study of the 
bryophyte communities, their biology and conservation.
Florine Pépin is an environmental 
engineer specialised in botanical 
surveys and phytosociology.


Mosses & 
Liveworts


2nd edition expanded and updatedIn the footsteps of  
Henri Perrier de la Bâthie







Contact Jean-Yves Kernel
Biotope éditions


BP 58 – F-34140 Mèze – France
Phone +33 (0)4 67 18 46 26


jykernel@biotope.fr
www.biotope-editions.com


For more than 20 years, Biotope 
has been a leading publisher in the 
field of nature and environment. Our 
field guides and reference books are 
renowned among nature enthusiasts 
and professional environmentalists.
More than ten years ago, Biotope 
and the French National Museum of 
Natural History have joined forces 
to propose scientific top quality and 
beautifully illustrated guides dealing 
with biodiversity and geology.
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